[Evaluation of indications and the perspectives of limb salvage surgery in malignant bone tumours in children and youth].
Malignant bone tumours constitute about 7% of paediatric cancer. Within the last 20 years much has changed in cancer treatment. Neoadjuvant chemotherapy, the first phase of comprehensive treatment, results in regression of the tumour. This makes limb salvage surgery possible. At the National Research Institute of Mother and Child more than 250 patients with malignant bone tumours were treated. In this group there were 131 limb salvage operations. The analysis includes 117 patients with osteogenic sarcoma, 46 with Ewing sarcoma, 7 with chondro-sarcoma, treated between 1985 and 1995. Five years survival was achieved in 74.5% osteogenic sarcoma patients and 41.3% Ewing sarcoma patients.